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A hand-drawn verse from the Bible adorns the lobby wall of the
new Bethany Lodge. The late Mr. Richard Hanna, a former mis-
sionary to Chile and resident of The Courts and Lodge, painted it
several years ago for the ‘old Bethany Lodge’. The scripture is
from Luke 24:50 “He led them out as far as to Bethany.. and
blessed them”. The new building certainly represents one of God’s
rich blessings to the Bethany community. Designed by Montgom-
ery Sisam Architects Inc, contracted by Blackthorn Construction
Management Inc. and interior design by Body + Soul Design Ltd.
we now have a home that is a state-of-the-art energy efficient healthcare facility with advanced equipment, tech-
nology, mechanical and electrical systems.

Many of the areas inside Bethany were named to reflect the history of the community it serves. Bliss Corners is a
lovely open courtyard between Bethany Lodge and Manor named after a historical area near Unionville. There is
an enclosed courtyard, located on the second floor, called Mount Joy which provides a pleasant view from many
areas in the building including resident lounges, dining rooms and bedrooms. It is named after a community that is
now part of Markham at Hwy 48 and 16" Avenue, but was a separate village that dated back to the mid-1800"s.

There are four Resident Home Areas comprised of 32 rooms each with their own dining room, living room and
activity area. They are located on the second and third floors. Harrington House is named after Robert Harrington
who built his home at 141 Main St. Markham in 1873. Robert Pringle built a home at 141 Main Street in 1879
hence the name Pringle Place. The name Box Grove is from a small village at 14™ Ave. and 9" Line. It was
originally called Sparta but re-named in 1867, the year of Confederation. Dickson Hill takes its name from the his-
toric village of Dickson Hill at the northeast end of Markham and an area that represents Markham’s agricultural
roots. The Dickson Hill School built around 1861 is a typical one-room rural brick school with design and seating
arrangements that followed the recommendations of Egerton Ryerson, founder of the Ontario public school system.
That school is on display at Black Creek Pioneer Village.

The Marion Wilder Room in the main floor lobby is a multi-purpose room named after Miss Marion Wilder, who
in 1979, made the original suggestion that a home be built for seniors. The Marion Wilder Room, The Corner Café,
Village Hair Salon, Bliss Corners and Administrative offices and hallway to Bethany Manor are all accessible from
the main lobby. The Corner Café and Village Hair Salon were named to reflect the small town history of the area
still seen at Main Street Unionville and Main Street Markham.

Since our return from Bethany West on March 27" friends, residents and their families
have gathered in many of the common areas to enjoy fellowship and celebrations. On
April 24" the sounds of the Bethany Choir, led by Jean Malloch, filled the Marion
Wilder Room and The Corner Café with inspirational songs of praise to the Lord for His
goodness. The Grand Opening was held May 26™ in the Bliss Corners courtyard. We
were honoured to have Members of Parliament, representatives from the Town of Mark-
ham, the Ministry of Health and from our Board of Directors, family and the community
join the residents to commemorate our official start at Bethany. Our first Christmas, was
festively decorated by one of our talented nurses, Harriet Sherman. The delightful Beth-
any choir performed again for a Christmas concert on December 19th, in the Marion
Wilder Room complete with a beautiful spread of treats and goodies.

Many in our community have called Bethany a “five-star hotel”. Over the past eleven
months we have found that the new building meets and exceeds our expectations of pro-
viding a warm and comfortable home. We look forward to many more memorable times
of fellowship and are thankful to the Lord for His many blessings.

By Basil C. Tambakis, Administrator

Friday September 21st was a beautiful sunny day,
perfect for teeing off and playing a round of golf with
the Friends of Bethany!

Cardinal Golf Club hosted Bethany’s 2nd annual Golf

Tournament, which was a great success!
Many thanks to all who sponsored and participated.
We raised $6,000 and as a result we were able to install
automatic doors in the hallway between Bethany Manor and
the Lodge. This allows easier passage for residents with
walkers and wheelchairs.

Jim Nolson giving a
few golf tips!

Ruth Naismith -

Asst. Director of Care
John Paul-

President of the Board
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Administrator

BETHANY
BAZAAR!

We would like to§
extend our thanks for

supporting

Bethany’s Bazaar on Oct 20th.
It was a great success and lots of

fun!
We raised over $3000 for the
Manor Renovations!




Last August Laurie
Roberts, after a
_ lengthy illness,

B quietly slipped into
the presence of his
Lord and Master.
Laurie, known to his
wide circle of
friends as “Brother
L”, spent forty years in dedicated service to the
Lord’s work at Bethany. He was prominent
amongst the small circle of faithful men who
were Bethany’s founders.

Laurie was a Chartered Accountant, and he
provided the financial leadership and counsel
needed on the board to turn a vision and an
exercise into something concrete. He was
instrumental in the purchase of our property, in
the building and expansion of the original
Lodge, in the establishment of the Manor, the
development of the Courts apartments, and
finally in the redevelopment of the present
Lodge Building. Despite the fact that he well
understood the cold hard financial realities of
the business world, he was ever a man of faith,
willing to step forward in dependence on God,
even when the numbers seemed lacking.

For most of his 40 years of service he was also
Bethany’s auditor. As such he could not serve
as a director, in order to avoid any apparent
conflict of interest. He none the less attended
every board meeting and many, many
committee meetings faithfully. He was
passionate about Bethany’s Christian and
Assembly character and heritage, and he stood
for it vigorously. His heartfelt commitment to
Bethany was never in doubt, and he provided a
wonderful example to many of the younger
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generation of board members. We are thankful
that in the last few years of his life, when he had
relinquished the auditor’s role, we were able to
officially add him to the roster of Bethany’s
directors.

The residents and the needs of the residents
were always his primary concern. He visited
the home often, and if he observed or heard of
any deficiencies, the board heard about them
rapidly. Many residents were the beneficiaries
of his encouragement as well as his good advice
on financial and taxation issues. He was always
available to speak a word in ministry when
asked, even if it meant time away from the
business day. When there were special events at
Bethany, he was usually found in attendance,
and we had the special privilege of having him
present at the official opening of the new
building on May 26", 2007.

Bethany owes a great debt, not only to Laurie,
but to his wife Nita, who supported him
throughout his years of service, and is herself a
long term volunteer at Bethany.

As we continue about the work of Bethany
without him, we miss amongst many other
things, his quiet confidence in the Lord, his
sense of humour, and his wonderful collection
of Bethany stories. Laurie never sought
position or reward, or the public limelight, and
perhaps even those of us who knew him well
will never truly appreciate the sacrifices he
made for Bethany. But there is one who knows,
and when | think of Laurie, | am reminded of
the words of Psalm 37:18 “The LORD knoweth
the days of the upright: and their inheritance
shall be for ever.”

My daughter Sharon was about four years
old when she asked, “Is that lady a
princess?”

If you knew Anne Paisley you would not be
surprised by the question. Anne always
dressed with meticulous care and carried
herself regally.

Anne’s profession had been that of a school
teacher and those of us who watched her
interact with children knew that she must
have been a very good one. The children at
the Unionville Gospel Hall, her home church
and mine, would be taught, encouraged,
corrected and rewarded by Anne in a way
that showed a true, heartfelt love and
concern for all of them. Many of their
parents acknowledged the impact that Anne
had on the children’s lives.

As much as Anne loved children, she also
loved older folk. That love and concern was
displayed in Anne’s dedication as a
volunteer at Bethany Lodge. For many years
she played the piano for residents on regular
basis, took countless pictures of trips and
activities around Bethany, helped

organize the Bethany Benefit Dinner, edited
the Bethany Broadcaster and was
responsible for it being published and
distributed. She also assisted Board and
committee members with their duties giving
input and direction, a job that earned her the
name “Mrs. T”, after the past British Prime
Minister.

Recently, there were two special projects
relating to Bethany life that Anne was
closely involved with. The first was the
gathering of information related to the

building progress of the new Bethany Lodge.

Over the two years of construction, Anne
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regularly came to the site in hard hat and
steel toed boots taking pictures and serving
home made goodies to the construction
workers. As moving day approached, Anne’s
health was failing rapidly. Despite this the
Lord granted her enough strength to enjoy a
few moments at Bethany on the day of the
move. Those who knew of her condition
were thrilled to see her there and shared in
her joy in attending the opening day.

The second project to which Anne was
dedicated was the creation of the Bethany
Book. The idea of a book to commemorate
35 years of Bethany’s service to its
community to coincide with the move to the
brand new facility was hers from start to
finish. She spent countless hours digging up
history and compiling interesting features
and pictures from the past and present to be
included in the book.

On June 10th, 2007, Anne went home to be
with the Lord, whom she loved and served.

‘

She will be
missed as a wife '
to Ken, a sister

in the Lord by
her Christian
friends, as a
co-worker to her &

colleagues and a [#
princess to all.
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Those who work with and give care to the elderly become accustomed to death and dying,
acknowledging and accepting the Lord’s timing and thanking Him for the days that He
gives. It becomes that much more difficult when a young staff member is taken from us. Sharon, a
conscientious, loving and caring Personal Support Worker was taken to be with the Lord on January 13th
2007. She left behind a wonderful legacy of caring and friendship with all those who
knew her. Sharon had dedicated 21 years of service to Bethany. She will always be
cherished and remembered.

& Sharon was an avid gardener, a talent which she shared
T with her coworkers, so in her memory the staff planted a
E® decorative forsythia in the open courtyard outside of the
staff room window, marked with a plaque in her name.

Her daughter
Marlene, an RN
at Bethany

Staff planting Sharon’s
standard forsythia
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Frlday April 25th 2008
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Reception 6pm
Dinner at 7pm
Tickets $150.00
(with tax receipt of $100)
Table of 10 for $1500.00
Please RSVP by Friday April 18th

www.bethanylodge.org
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Grand Baccus Banquet Hall
2155 McNicoll Ave. Toronto . M1V 5P1

VOWNTEERING AT BETHANY!

Interested in making a difference in
someone’s life? Come join our volunteer team at
Bethany! \olunteers play a vital role at Bethany

enhancing the quality of life and expanding the
services offered to our residents. Some of our
volunteers have been serving the residents since the
doors of Bethany first opened in 1970.
\olunteers are needed in many areas such as
feeding, visiting and helping residents
with daily walks.
For more information please contact the
\olunteer Coordinator,
Landa Peat at 905-477-3838 x 260 or

landap@bethanylodge.org.






